
93 KING STREET
BY THE TRACKS

RALPH IVEY’S

IF WE CAN’T DO IT - IT CAN’T BE DONE!

794-7500
Bring your Vehicle in

for Auto Servicing

Auto Repair Ltd. and Muffler Man

BRING YOUR CAR IN FOR

ALL YOUR SERVICING
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NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY NEWS

Vol. 15 - DECEMBER 10th - 2025FREE

FREE

OPEN MONDAY -  FRIDAY 8:00 - 5:00 PM PHONE 794-4947

McCormick’s
126 SEAVIEW DRIVE - - NORTH SYDNEY

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICING

The Only Treatment

That Can Be Applied

All Year Round
MOTOR VEHICLE

INSPECTION

COMPLETE

BRAKE SERVICE

AVAILABLE

WHEEL

ALIGNMENT

SPECIALISTS

G. MacDonald - - - - -      Denturist

MacDONALD  DENTURE CLINIC
42 Fraser Avenue

Sydney Mines

PHONE

736-2280 295-2516
By Appointment

BADDECK

PHONE

SYDNEY MINES TREE LIGHT

UP AND SANTA VISIT
John J. Nugent Fire Hall

Sydney Mines
December 13 - 6:30 - 8:30
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   Darren Strong from Strong Chiropractic, announces
  a new,  sophisticated computerized decompression
table that allows the spine to be gently stretched and
relaxed for spinal decompression therapy.
   The pattern of alternating pulling and
relaxing creates vacuum-like pressure
which allows disc material that was
herniated or protruded to be pulled
back in the disc over time.
   Patients will notice a reduction of their
pain during these treatment sessions. Stop
in today and ask about the new
table and how you can benefit.

NEW DECOMPRESSION TABLE RELIEVES PAIN

     793 Mahon St., New Waterford - 862-9444    224 Commercial St. North Sydney - 241-9444

WEDNESDAYS - 7:30 PM

Sydney Mines Seniors &
Pensioners Club -  Fraser

Avenue, Sydney Mines

 on 54#s or less

Toonie Jackpot $786 +

MONDAY FUN NIGHT - 7 PM

45S CARD GAME

    JACKPOT $1,175

SATURDAY DANCE

SUNDAY BINGO

2:00 pm - SUNDAY
Single Door - $3.00 - Double Door

$5.00 - Regular Games $100.00

BRANCH 19 LEGION

UPCOMING EVENTS

HALL AVAILABLE FOR RENT
- The North Sydney Seniors &
Pensioners Club is available for
rent for anniversaries, birthdays,
showers, or funerals. To book,
call John Lapare 902-794-9436.

736-6313

POOL

TARABISH

Tuesday 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

Wednesday, 7:00 pm
DOWNSTAIRS

WASHER TOSS
Friday, 7:00 pm
 DOWNSTAIRS

Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 83 Florence

BINGO
THURSDAY

7:00 pm

THE CIRCLE
SATURDAY 7 PM

UPSTAIRS

BINGO
WEDNESDAY
DECEMBER 10

NORTH SYDNEY SENIORS
& PENSIONERS CLUB

DOORS OPEN 5:30
GAME STARTS

AT 7:00 PM
Entry Card $3.00
Extra Book $5.00

Specials $1.00 each
Jackpot is $2,120 on

54 #s or less
TOONIE WENT

45s CARD GAME
EVERY MONDAY 7:30 pm

NEW YEARS
TICKETS

now available for
Sydney Mines Seniors &

Pensioners Club - Music by
Paul Woodfine & Backroads

$15.00 per ticket

Main Street - Sydney Mines

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

9:00 - 1:00 - Door Prize

FREE ADMISSION

BR. 008 LEGION

SYDNEY MINES
EVERY WEDNESDAY -
Weight Watchers Program,
Upstairs Hall - 5:00 - 6:30.

TIPSY EVE PARTY
December 23 - 9:00 - 1:00

North Sydney Fire Hall
Pierce Street

-  MUSIC BY -

3 Way Stop
$10.00 at the door

 Branch 19 wishes everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a very
Happy New Year.

  New  Years Eve Dance , Decem-
ber 31st 2026,   DJ Mike Whitty
9-PM -1 AM ,$15.00 a person,  tick-
ets are available at downstairs
bar.

  End of month Thursday night
dance will back January 29th,
2026, see you in the New Year
hosted by Party Pulse, no cover
charge.

  Friday Night Mixed Dart league
has started, 7:00 PM every week

    Hope to see everyone back, as
well as some new members,it
really is a fun night. Still time to
join if you are interested. If you are
looking for something to do on a
Friday evening, and do not want
to join a league, come play as a
spare.

    TUESDAY NIGHT POOL for
members only, has started.

    KARAOKE IS BACK on SUN-
DAYS  -   Karaoke will start at 6 PM
and go till 10 PM, no cover charge.
Come in, sing a song, or just en-
joy the music,  December 14th will
be our last Sunday Karaoke (so
come on in and try to win some
money for Christmas) for 2025,
will be back on January 4th, 2026.

    JIGGIN THE JACK is back, jack-
pot for December 14th  estimated
to be $250.00 and climbing.

  NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING
January 27th @ 7 PM

    NEXT GENERAL MEETING,
January 28th @ 7 PM.start of a
new year,hope to see a lot of
members attend and give us your
feedback on any thoughts you may
have regarding moving forward.

   Legion Branch19 Hall is avail-
able to rent for all occasions,
come check it out if you are look-
ing for a great spot to host an
event.

     EVERY FRIDAY, HAPPY HOUR
prices from 3 p.m. Till 8 PM

    We have 2 Pool tables that are
open to public daily, with the
exception of Tuesday (Member
Night Tournament). Big screen TV
come in and watch some sport-
ing events.

NO DANCE

THIS WEEK

Merry Christmas

- - REGULAR MEETING - -
December 18th, delegates

will be selected to attend the
Dominion Convention in

Winnipeg.
DECEMBER 21 - Turkey

Shoot, 12 noon - Sign up at
the downstairs bar.

KARAOKE
Big Party Pulse Mobile DJ

BRANCH 008 LEGION
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Dianne Timmins
MLA for Victoria-The Lakes

1415 Highway 105,
Bras d’Or, NS  B1Y 2N5

902-736-0301 (office)
902-736-0411 (fax)
diannetimminsmla@gmail.com

WAYNE
DUSTIN

902-736-0546

1 Elliot Street, Sydney Mines, NS, B1V 2N2

TEL: - 902-736-0546 - FAX - 902-736-9213

mla@northsidewestmount.ca

PIERCE ST. - NORTH SYDNEY

THURSDAYS

KITCHEN OPEN

NORTH SYDNEY

FIRE HALL

Ernie, Todd & Wade
Kitchen Open 4:30

Music 5:00 - 9:00

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
BINGO every  Fr iday
night 7:00 pm at the Par-
ish Hal l ,  Main Street,
Sydney Mines

SYDNEY MINES TREE LIGHT UP CEREMONY

AND SPECIAL VISIT FROM SANTA CLAUS

   Marvin MacDonald, representing the Sydney Mines
Fire Hall and John  Paquette representing the Northside
Boys, announced plans for an Old Time Christmas Tree
Light Up and a visit from Santa Claus.
   The ceremony will take place at the John J. Nugent
Fire Hall on Elliot Street in Sydney Mines on Saturday,
December 13th from 6:30 - 8:30.
   Along with the tree lighting, there will be hot choco-
late and candy canes for the children and guests.
   At 7:00 pm, Santa Claus will be arriving with help
from the Sydney Mines Fire Department.
   Live entertainment will aslo be provided for this event.
Mark your calendars and be there early.

SYDNEY MINES

YOUR FREE SODUKO WEEKLY PUZZLE

(902) 539-0525

Mike.kelloway@parl.gc.caBOXING DAY BASH
UNDERGROUND PUB

DECEMBER 26th

9:00 - 1:00

DAVE DRAKE & THE

NASHVILLE REBELS
Best of Country Music
$10.00 per person

2 ELLIOT STREET
SYDNEY MINES
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BRANCH 008 LEGION - SYDNEY MINES

PPHONE (902) 736-3206

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO - 7:30 PM

NEW HOURS -  Mon. - Sat. -1:00 - 12:00 - Fri. & Sat. - 1:00 - 1:00

   Every Friday

Evening  9 - 1

NO ADMISSION

JACKPOT - $625 ON 50#S OR LESS
$25.00 ADDED EACH WEEK TO JACKPOT

 PAUL POWER

EVERY FRIDAY -  KARAOKE from
9:00 -1:00 pm

EVERY WEDNESDAY - Weight
Watchers Program, Upstairs Hall -
5:00 - 6:30.

 NOTE - Clubs and organizations can have Free Publicity
of their events by emailing us by Monday at 5:00 pm and
we’ll publish it free, email us at - thisweek@kleeradio.com

  Come play our Klondike
50/50 Draw. Boxes are
located in various locations all
around the Northside.
   Draw every Thursday.
For tickets call 902-577-4239.

KIWANIS GOLDEN K
KLONDIKE  50/50

FREE FAMILY SKATES
  To help celebrate CBRM’s
30th anniversary, there will
be 4 free family skates at the
Sydney Mines Community
Center.

   The dates are - December
20th, January 17, 2026, Feb-
ruary 14th and March 14th.

   The skates will be hosted
by District 1 Councillor
Gordon MacDonald.

The Best of Local

Talent - 24/7

www.kleeradio.com

NORTH SYDNEY

FIREMENS CLUB

Pierce Street, North Sydney

 FRIDAY NIGHT 7:00 pm

736-7777

Shear Madness Hair Designs
Come Check Us Out
Tues. & Wed. 9:00 - 5:00

Thursday 9:00 - 7:00
Friday 9:00 - 5:00

Saturday 900 - 4:00

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

363 MAIN STREET

FLORENCE

T-ZONE VIBRATION AVAILABLE
HANDICAP

ACCESSIBLE

We’re Moving!
Mi’Kma’ki Place

Seventh Exchange

 NOVEMBER 12th

280 Kenikala Crescent
SUITE 101

Membertou, NS

?
DID YOU

KNOW?

You can download a Digital
Copy of our weekly paper
www.kleeradio.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEE PAGE 6

   61 years ago 'Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer' was
released. It was produced by
the American production com-
pany Rankin/Bass, who were
masters at creating amazing
stop-motion animation spe-
cials (their method became
known as “Animagic”).
'Rudolph' featured the voice of
Burl Ives as Sam the
Snowman who told the story
of how that shy little reindeer
went down in history by sav-
ing Christmas for all the little
boys and girls around the
world. Interestingly enough,
Rudolph was actually voiced
by the late Canadian voice ac-
tress Billie Mae Richards; she
was also the voice of
Tenderheart Bear of 'The Care
Bears', and appeared in the
original 'Spiderman' TV series,
the Canadian TV series 'My
Secret Identity', 'War of the
Worlds' and 'Maniac Mansion',
to name just a few. 'Rudolph'
was created with three-dimen-
sional miniature sets, props
and characters-all painstak-
ingly moved a fraction of an
inch at a time to create some-
thing magical. The fact that the
show has stood the test of time
speaks volumes about its in-
nocence, magic and charm.
Who can ever forget seeing
that lovable little reindeer, the

comically terrifying Abomi-
nable Snow Monster of the
North (a.k.a. The Bumble),
Yukon Cornelius the prospec-
tor, the Island of Misfit Toys
with Dolly the Ragdoll, the boy
Hermey and the girl Clarice-
and of course Mrs. Claus. For
20 plus years Rankin/Bass
Productions made a huge
number of animated projects,
and other stop-motion holiday
specials such as 'Rudolph’s
Shiny New Year', 'Rudolph
and Frosty’s Christmas in
July', 'The Little Drummer
Boy', 'Frosty the Snowman'
and 'The Easter Bunny is
Coming to Town'. Rankin/
Bass's last stop-motion pro-
duction was 'The Life and Ad-
ventures of Santa Claus' in
1985; unfortunately the com-
pany shut down in 1987. You
can find Rudolph’s wonderful
tale airing on lots of screens
now-and the Regional Library
has the complete DVD collec-
tion of Rankin/Bass produc-
tions for loan.

Applications  for the $400
Heating Assistance Grant are
still available and you can
apply to Department of Service
Nova Scotia.

MEN OF THE DEEPS
DECEMBER COAL
CHRISTMAS SHOW
Florence Fire Hall

December 12 - 7 PM
with special Guest

 Jenn Sheppard
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JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

The Perfect
Stocking

Stuffer for
Friends and

Family “away”

* Da Mudder Tung

* Anudder Mudder

* Cape Breton

   Joke Book

* Oh, Me Shattered

    Nerves

* Tall Tales

* Wats Yer

   Fodders Name?

* Outhouse Tales

* Cape Breton

Cook Book

Heating Assistance Rebate Program
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

Rebate amount - You can receive $400 if you qualify
for the Heating Assistance Rebate Program.

Eligible home heating costs include:
    heating oil, electric heat, natural gas heat, wood,
wood pellets, coal, other heating sources

Ineligible home heating costs include:
    heating that’s included in rent
    electricity usage that’s less than 5,000 kWh per year
    heating for investment or income properties
    heating for seasonal or recreation properties
    heating for commercial or business properties

ELIGIBILITY - To qualify for the rebate, you need to
pay for your own home (residential) heat and meet 1 of
the following criteria:

    have a 2024 net income of $30,000 or less and live
alone with no kids or dependents

    have a combined 2024 net household income of
$45,000 or less and live with kids, dependents or other
adults (to qualify as a single parent, you need to
receive the Canada Child Benefit)

    receive Income Assistance from the Department of
Opportunities and Social Development

    receive the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS)
or the Allowance from Service Canada.

    If your personal or financial situation has significantly
changed since you filed your income tax for 2024, you
still may qualify. Contact the Department of Service
Nova Scotia to find out if you qualify.

You need to apply by 31 March 2026.

FLORENCE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

ANNUAL SANTA RUN - December 13th

9:30 am - Florence Legion
10:00 am - Bendix Street
10:15 am - Wilson United Church Hall
10:35 am - Corner Jardine St. / Shore Road
10:50 am - Seniors Complex King Street
11:05 am - Oxford St. (Little Pond Road)
11:15 am - Alder Point Hall
12:15 pm - Orrin Avenue
12:30 pm - Arm Of Gold Campground
1:10 pm - ROBINS - Bras d’Or
1:30 pm - Din Marsh’s (Point Aconi)
1:50 pm - Millville Hall
3:15 pm - Kinsmen Daycare
3:35 pm - Meadowbrooke Subdivision
4:00 pm- Dr. T. L. Sullivan

Celebrating our 15th year
broadcasting the Best in Cape
Breton and Celtic Music from
Beautiful Cape Breton Island -
24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A
Week - www.kleeradio.com

LATE NITE OLDIES SHOW

 with host Jack Cool -
Fridays at 9:00 pm -
Logon and Listen at -
www.kleeradio.com

K-LEE RADIO has begun its Christmas
Music Broadcasting with traditional
and seasonal favorites and have a
special Christmas page that has a
variety of Crafts, games and kids

activities to - to download logon to

www.kleeradio.com
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BRANCH 008 LEGION -
Sydney Mines is available for
rental for anniversaries, adult
birthday parties, reunions
and weddings - Phone 902-
736-3206.

SYDNEY MINES LIBRARY

BOOK SALE - ongoing,
$1.00 per book, and
DVDs.

WEDNESDAYS - After
School Christmas Crafts.

COFFEE & MUFINS -
December 10th.

DECEMBER 9 - Christ-
mas Greenery Workshop,
from 1:00 - 3:00, call to
register, 902-736-3219.

NORTH SYDNEY LIBRARY

FIBRE LUNCH - Thurs-
days 1:00 pm .

WEDNESDAY - Writers
Group, December 10th,
6:00 pm.

TUESDAYS - After School
Legos - Drop In..

SUPER SATURDAYS -
1:30 - 3:30, drop in.

NORTH SYDNEY URGENT

CARE CENTRE HOURS

Monday, Tuesday &Thursday

8 am - 7:30 pm

Wednesday  & Saturday

9:00 am - 4:30

a list of Community events
that wil take you into the new
year.

DECEMBER 13 - Sydney Mines Christmas Tree Light
Up and Santa visit - 6:30 - 8:30 pm.

DECEMBER 13 - An evening of traditional Christmas
Carols at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Sydney Mines
at 7:00 pm.

DECEMBER 14 - Christmas with the Turnbull Brothers
at the Savoy - 7:00 pm.

DECEMBER 17-18 - A Gunning/Cormier Christmas, at
the H.A.T. in Sydney.

DECEMBER 20 - Free Family Skate - at the Sydney
Mines Community Center.

DECEMBER 23 -  Tipsy Eve Party - North Sydney Fire
Hall, $10.00 - music by 3 Way Stop.

DECEMBER 24 - A Very Merry Christmas Eve Sing  Along
at the H.A.T., Sydney

DECEMBER 26 - Underground Pub, Sydney Mines -
Dave Drake & Nashville Rebels - 9:00 - 1:00 - $10.00

DECEMBER 31 - Northern Yacht Club Dance, music
 provided by Kool Kats, see ad below.

DECEMBER 31 - Dance at North Sydney Firefighters
Club, Pierce Street, 9:00 - 1:00, $20 per person, music
by Firehounds DJ, light lunch provided.

DECEMBER 31 - New Years Dance - Sydney Mines
Seniors & Pensioners Club - Music by Paul Woodfine &
Backroads - $15.00 per ticket.

Classic

Rock At

Its Best!

northernyachtclub.ca
(902) 794-9121

Inspired by the

Legendary

Black Kats

BEST OF CAPE
BRETON MUSIC
www.kleeradio.com

NOTE - To all clubs, associations - email your Christmas
notices to - thisweek@kleeradio.com for free publicity

Sydney Mines Light Up

See page 3 for details

DEC. 13

6:30

8:30

Keep Cape
Breton Beautiful

STASH
YOUR TRASH

The Special
Birthday Cake

    My mother was a very
good cook and baker. She
worked at the IGA bakery
for a number of years and
she also made cakes for fami-
lies and friends as a little side
business.
   She had many moulds and
could make up almost any
type of cake you wanted.
She got an order from her
next door neighbour who
wanted her to make a choco-
late cake for her bachelor
uncle.
    She wanted to have this
inscription, “I hope you have
the wind to blow out these
candles you old fart.” She
assured my mother that her
uncle would really enjoy the
cake and the message.
    My mother had orders for
6 cakes that day and I was
helping her deliver them
around the neighbourhood.
We finally got back just in
time for the uncle’s birthday
and cake.
    When they opened the box
it said, “Happy Birthday To
a Special Person.” My
mother’s face went white as
she realized that she had
mixed up cakes and some-
body else got the “old fart”
cake.
     My mother started to
phone around her customers
hoping to catch the mistake
before the cake was pre-
sented. When she got to the
third person, it was too late.
The cake was intended for
her father-in-law and she
said he laughed for 5 min-
utes when he read the
inscription.
   My mother apologized pro-
fusely but the woman said
not to worry because her
father-in-law really enjoyed
the cake.
   My mother’s comment on
the situation, “Blessed
Mother, if  it’s not one thing,
it’s another.”
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AROUND THE TOWN

NORTHSIDE COMMUNITY

NEWS EVENTS

GLEN GRAY - EDITOR

KWIK KOPY

PRINTING

CHARLOTTE STREET  - SYDNEY

PHONE 562-2122

GOSPEL HOUR with
Pierre Chiasson Sunday
mornings at 9:00 am -
www.kleeradio.com

PHANTOM

COUNTRY
CLASSIC COUNTRY

with host

KENNY WALSH
Every Sunday 6:00 pm
www.kleeradio.com

At this spe-
cial time of

the year,
p l e a s e
contrib-

ute to your local Food
Drives for those fami-
lies who cannot afford
to feed their families -
help make it a reality
this year.

A FUNNY SNOWMAN CARTOON

SEE PAGE 6 FOR

UPCOMING  EVENTS

   We had our first taste of Winter last week and it always
surprises me that drivers still think its Summer and refuse to
slow down and drive with more care on slippery roads -
there were numerous accidents on the highway and in
town and I experienced two incidents when a car slide
right trhough the stop sign and another when a car passed
me on the 125 slip sliding all the way, I don’t know what
the rush is!! ..... Lots of Christmas events coming up - see
page 6 for a list of many local events but let’s start off with
the Tree Light Up and Visit from Santa at the John J. Nugent
Fire Hall in Sydney Mines on December 13 from  6:30 - 8:30,
a good way to start the Christmas season off, see page 3
for details..... COMMUNITY EVENTS - to help celebrate
CBRM’s 30th anniversary, there will be 3 free family skates
at the Sydney Mines Community Cente, the dates are -
December 20th, January 17, 2026, February 14th and March
14th - the skates will be hosted by District 1 Councillor
Gordon MacDonald ...... the Florence Fire Department will
also be sponsoring their Annual Santa Run  on December
13th - see page 5 for a complete list of communities Santa
will be visiting ...... DECEMBER 14 - Christmas with the
Turnbull Brothers at the Savoy - 7:00 pm...... DECEMBER 17-
18 - A Gunning/Cormier Christmas, at the H.A.T. in
Sydney..... the North Sydney Fire Hall will host  Tipsy Eve
Party  on December 23rd,  $10.00 music by 3 Way Stop....
Saturday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. the congregation
of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Sydney Mines, will
be having thier Annual “Christmas at St. Andrew’s” cel-
ebration.  This will be an evening to come,
relax and enjoy some beautiful Christmas car-
ols by some local artists.   Lots of New Years Eve
dances, so far I received notices from Northern
Yacht Club, Sydney Mines Seniors & Pensioners
Club and the North Sydney Fire Hall - see page 6 for addi-
tional information and music......  NOTE Clubs and organi-
zations can have Free Publicity of their events by emailing
us by Monday at 5:00 pm and we’ll publish it free, email us
at - thisweek@kleeradio.com

Little Brother’s Santa Letter

Dear Santa,
Leave Puppy
Take Sister
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   As we are preparing ourselves for the Christmas Season,
the first thing that comes to my mind is the beautiful sound
of Christmas carols. When entering any store these days
we hear the old time Christmas Carols and suddenly our
hearts are filled with joy and memories of Christmas when
we were kids.

   In the season of Advent, we are reminded of the true
meaning of Christmas.  Today we seem to be somehow
loosing, a part of the meaning of Christmas. It can
become a very stressful time for a lot of people.  We are so
focused on shopping, baking, house decorating that we
forget about taking time out for ourselves and relaxing and
reflecting on the true meaning of this holy day.

   We want to bring a piece of Christmas to you. On Satur-
day, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. the congregation of
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Sydney Mines, will be
having our annual “Christmas at St. Andrew’s” celebra-
tion.  This will be an evening to come, relax and enjoy
some beautiful Christmas carols by some local artists.

   Afterwards, you can join us in the hall for some refresh-
ments of tea, coffee, hot chocolate and some homemade
cookies.  This is a family event so bring your kids, grandchil-
dren and have a night of wonderful music and fellowship.

   Christmas at St. Andrew’s is a community event so admis-
sion is free to attend.  We cherish our community family
and we just want to say “Merry Christmas and God Bless
everyone”.

CHRISTMAS AT ST. ANDREW’S

   When you think Christmas, many images flood into your
senses. The turkey cooking, chocolates, fruit cake, carols
playing and people shopping. These are the time honored
yuletide traditions that many Cape Bretoners. I remember
one year when we decided to add a new tradition to Christ-
mas.

   One of the favorite things our family loved to do at our
summer bungalow was to have a bonfire. No matter how
tired we were or what the weather was, we always sat
quietly around the fire roasting hot dogs and burning marsh-
mallows. Of course ghost stories and tall tales were also a
part of that tradition as well. Dad thought to add some
chestnuts to roast on the fire just like in the song.

    My father, using the logic that all fathers tend to adopt,
decided that for this Christmas, we would have a bonfire in
our backyard on Christmas Eve. That sounded wonderful
and we looked forward to it. My father got an old washer
tub and set it up in the backyard. He had all the wood cut
and dried and my mother was making hot chocolate.

    We gathered around the fire in great anticipation. My
mother had started passing out the hot chocolate and Christ-
mas music was playing in the background. My father, who
worked at the Blast Furnace at Sydney Steel, was having
difficulty getting the fire started. The wood had been inside
and dry but the wind was blowing and it put out the newspa-
per and small kindling he had put in the wash tub.

   Now comes the most interesting part. Remember what I
said about fathers using logic. Well, since the fire was
going well, dad theorized that if he put “a little starter fluid”
on the wood it would blaze up and a glowing fire would be
the result. That’s where the logic ended. Dad started to
pour a little fluid and the flames blazed up for a minute and
then died down again. Dad was not known for his patience
so he decided, using that fuzzy logic, to add a lot of fluid.

    He had the can in his hand and bent over the wash tub
when a gust of wind fanned the flames and they hit his
hand. He dropped the can of naptha gas into the tub. He
didn’t mean to do that but it was too late now. Just like the
Blast Furnace, the entire backyard lit up and was bathed in
firelight. Moms screamed, my father cursed, the kids
squealed and the can of gas blew up on top of Corky
MacCarron’s garage.

   Fire engines showed up and it was very dramatic. The
firefighters were scolding my father about fire safety. My
father was muttering under his breath and my mother took
all the kids in the house and we roasted marshmallows over
a candle. It didn’t have the impact of the three alarm fire we
had in the backyard.

    Every once in awhile we would suggest to my father that
we roast chestnuts and he would give us a look that would
send us packing. But I never forgot that long ago evening
when we gathered to roast chestnuts on an open fire.

Chestnuts Roasting On An Open Fire

   My story begins in 1948 when I was ten years old, liv-

ing in a railroad station in Iona Cape Breton my father,

the Station Master, the Christmas of 1948 hangs in my

memory that being receiving a sleigh tucked in front of

our christmas tree, Santa didn't forget me.

       That sleigh provided many fun filled days when I

coasted with my brother Barry on the snow covered hills

of Iona.One eventful day was a journey to Barra Glen,

Cape Breton, on my red sleigh, that journey started at

the railroad station, where Rod C MacNeil, a Barra Glen

dairy farmer, delivered milk and cream destined for the

Daiy in, Sydney, NS.

    I waited outside of the station for Rod C. to come out,

approached him and asked if I could hitch a ride to Barra

Glen on my sleigh, his answer being yes, moving swiftly

I tied my sleigh to the back of his horse and sleigh and

settled in on top of my sleigh began our journey to Barra

Glen leaving the station behind.

   It took about an hour to arrive at his farm,thanking

him for allowing me to accompany him and headed

back to the station with fond memories of my hitched

ride to Barra Glen, on my little red sleigh - Merry

Christmas

- RON GILLIS - NORTH SYDNEY

My Christmas Sleigh


